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This contract is intended as a model for negotiations between an artist and his/her client 
regarding the commission of a mural. It fairly covers the artist's rights and responsibilities, 
although the artist should note that the commissioner of a mural may wish to include 
wording on further rights and responsibilities of both parties, or to remove wording from 
this contract. It is up to the artist to decide whether these are reasonable.  
  
1. Definitions:  
These are the meanings ascribed to these words when they are used in the contract. 
Schedule A may consist of a photocopy and/or written description of the concept/design. 
 
2. Execution of the Work:  
This contract does not deal with a process for negotiating client approval of the artist's 
design, but assumes that the process has taken place. It is always in the artist's interest 
to make sure that a design is approved, and that the client agrees to pay for work which is 
substantially expressive of that design, before the artist commences work. For questions 
to consider in the negotiation process see Artist/Murals Checklist published by 
CARFAC SASK. 
 
3. Site and Site Preparation:  
The requirements of this section will vary depending on whether the artist is producing the 
mural on or off-site, and will affect timing, support materials, the artist's needs for 
production space, related expenses, etc. 
 
4. Labour and Materials:  
Some clients will wish the artist to pay for materials out of the commission fee. Some will 
provide/pay for all materials except brushes. The artist should be aware of the need to 
have strong input into the choice of all materials including base materials, and may decide 
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to include these costs in the commission fee in order to have final control. At the same 
time, the artist should also be aware that some clients will insist on the use of certain 
materials, and should in this case carefully consider the feasibility of the commission 
before accepting it. 
 
5. Payments, Expenses, and Costs:  
When negotiating a commission fee the artist should consider value of the artwork, time 
to complete the project, costs, time taken from other projects, etc. 
Schedule B will be developed by artist and client to reflect timing of payments -- timing will 
vary with the parties. A maquette is usually considered to be an exact rendering of the 
design as it will finally appear in the mural, and may or may not be required by the client. 
Travel, accommodation and meal expenses usually arise when the mural is produced 
away from the artist's usual place of residence. 
 
6. Risk and Insurance:   
Either the client or the artist may wish to include wording regarding specific insurance 
policies which may be taken out to cover loss, damage or personal injury. The client may 
be concerned about its rights before work is delivered.   
 
7. Inspection and Work Changes: 
Sometimes clients think they will want to drop in on the artist at will. The artist may need 
to think about the term "reasonable." 
 
8. Maintenance and Repair:   
In this section the contract deals with the artist's right to have first refusal on work required 
to maintain the mural. If the artist is not interested in such work, the contract requires the 
client to uphold the artist's moral right to any repairs or maintenance undertaken. Either 
party may wish to include in the contract a description of financial terms under which the 
artist will agree to do the work. 
 
9. Delays:  
This contract only discusses delays incurred by the client or by factors outside the artist's 
control. The client may introduce wording on delays incurred by the artist. 
 
10. Copyright:   
This is likely to be the most contentious clause. Some mural commissioners think that 
they need all copyrights, that they will produce any number of profit-making reproductions 
in which profit the artist need not share, that "reproductions" are the same as "limited 
edition prints," etc. Also, some clients are not aware that Copyright legislation protects the 
artist's moral right; some clients do know about moral right and would like the artist to 
agree not to exercise it. As in all copyright negotiations, the artist should think long-term, 
consider uses of the image that he/she will be happy about, encourage licensing rather 
than assignment, and keep the essentially financial nature of copyrights in mind. 
Schedule C will be developed by the parties. 
 



CARFAC ADVISORY NOTE: SAMPLE ARTIST/MURALS CONTRACT 3/8 

11. Dispute Resolution:  
The artist should try to have the client agree to mediation in the case of disagreements. 
The alternative may be arbitration or court action, which are time-consuming, expensive, 
and open to appeals by either party. 
 
12. Miscellaneous:   
Other possibilities for inclusion in a mural contract include remedies for default, 
termination of the contract, and recourse in the case of unpaid fees. 
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SAMPLE ARTIST/MURALS CONTRACT 
 
This agreement is made in duplicate the _____day of ____________, 20____ between:  
 
A _________________________________________________ 
  "The Artist" 
 
and 
 
B _________________________________________________ 
  "The Client" 
 
1.  Definitions 
 
"Agreement" means this contract and any schedules or appendixes supplemental to it. 
 
"Commission Fee" means the sum of $_______________________ payable to the Artist in 
accordance with Section 5. 
 
"Client" means ________________________________. 
 
"Design" means the mural design shown and described in Schedule A of the Agreement; that is, 
the Artist's concept as accepted by the Client. 
 
"Designated Storage Area" means any place or places agreed upon by the Artist and the Client 
for storage of tools and materials to be used in the execution of the Work. 
 
"Project" means the mural project for which this Agreement is made. 
 
"Site" means the location at which the mural will be installed. 
 
"Work" means all of the work to be performed by the Artist to execute and carry out the Design. 
 
2.  Execution of the Work 
 
2.1 The Client hereby commissions the Artist and the Artist hereby agrees to execute the 
Work in accordance with the terms of the Agreement. 
 
2.2 The Artist agrees to execute and carry out the Work in a careful and professional manner, 
and to ensure that all workmanship is of the highest quality and is substantially expressive of the 
approved Design. 
 
2.3 Unless the Artist is prevented from completing the Work by an act or omission of the Client 
or by anyone employed or engaged by the Client, either directly or indirectly, or by a cause 
beyond the Artist's control, the Work shall be completed by the _______ day of 
______________________, 20___, unless otherwise agreed by the parties. 
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3.  Site and Site Preparation 
 
3.1 The Artist shall execute and carry out the Work at the Site. 
 
 OR 
 
3.1 The Artist shall execute and carry out the Work away from the Site. 
 
3.2 The Site for the Work shall be________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________. 
 
3.3 All Site preparation including, but not limited to, provision, cleaning, and preparation of 
support materials to receive the work, shall be the responsibility of the Client and shall be at its 
expense, under direction and advice from the Artist and shall be completed by the time of 
commencement as set forth in this Agreement. 
 
4.  Labour and Materials 
 
4.1 The Client will supply, at its own expense, all materials necessary to enable the Artist to 
carry out and execute the Work in accordance with this Agreement, including but not limited to 
scaffolding, ladders, support materials, storage facilities, protective covering, base materials and 
paint. All such materials shall be durable and of good quality and appropriate for the Work and the 
Site, and shall be in accordance with the approved Design. 
 
4.2 The Client and the Artist agree to consult and agree upon appropriate materials for the 
Work. 
 
4.3 Responsibility for installation of the Work when it is completed shall be the Client's, 
including but not limited to delivery of support materials to the Artist, transportation of the 
completed Work to the Site, and labour and hardware required for installation. After installation 
and prior to the public unveiling the Artist shall, if necessary subject to section 8, touch up and/or 
repair the mural to ensure it is in accordance with Schedule A. 
 
4.4 Where necessary during the execution and installation of the Work, and following 
completion of the Work, the Client will keep the Site clean and tidy, and remove any unwanted 
materials. 
 
4.5 Any permits, licenses, or consents necessary to enable the completion of the Work shall 
be obtained by the Client as and when required. 
 
5.  Payments, Expenses, and Costs 
 
5.1 The Commission Fee payable by the Client to the Artist for the Work shall be the sum of 
$_________. 
 
5.2 The Commission Fee shall be paid by the Client to the Artist in accordance with the 
following schedule of payments: 
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 (a) An execution fee in the amount of $__________ shall be paid to the artist upon 
execution of this Agreement. 
  
 (b) Where the Client requires a maquette from the Artist as part of the Design approval 
process, a maquette fee in the amount of $__________ shall be paid to the Artist upon delivery of 
the maquette. 
 
 (c) The balance of the Commission fee shall be paid as shown in Schedule B. 
 
5.3 All fee payments are exclusive of GST, PST and any other applicable tax. The client 
agrees to pay all taxes as and when required. 
 
5.4 Any financial assistance provided by the Client to the Artist for accommodation, meal and 
travel expenses shall be subject to a separate agreement between the parties and shall be set 
forth in Schedule B. 
 
6.  Risk and Insurance 
 
6.1 All risk of direct physical loss or damage to drawing, models, renderings, maquettes, or 
materials for the Work shall pass to the Client upon the first to occur of the following: 
 
 (a) Delivery to an agreed carrier for transportation to the site; or 
 
 (b) Delivery to the client; or 
 
 (c) Delivery to a designated storage area 
 
All risk in the Work shall remain with the Client following commencement of the Work at the Site. 
 
7.  Inspection and Work Changes   
 
7.1 The Client and its representatives or authorized agents shall at reasonable times have 
access to the Work.   
 
7.2 No substantial changes in the Work shall proceed without the prior written consent of both 
parties, or without prior written agreement to any changes in the Commission Fee, allocation of 
costs and expenses, time for completion of the Work, etc. 
 
8.  Maintenance and Repair 
 
8.1 The Client will use its best efforts to maintain and repair the Work, and will bear all 
responsibility and costs for same. 
 
8.2 If any maintenance or repair of the Work is required that affects the artistic integrity of the 
Design, the Client agrees to use reasonable efforts to contact and consult with the Artist before 
undertaking any such maintenance and repair, and to give the Artist the first opportunity to carry 
out such maintenance and repair. 
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8.3 Should the Artist be unavailable, unwilling or unable to carry out such maintenance and 
repair, the Client shall make all reasonable efforts to maintain the artistic integrity of the original 
Design in any maintenance or repair it undertakes. 
 
9.  Delays 
 
9.1 If the Artist is delayed in the performance of the Work by a cause beyond the Artist's 
control, the time for the completion of the Work shall be extended for such reasonable time as 
may be necessary to allow the Artist to complete the Work.   
 
9.2 If the Artist should be forced to abandon the Work as the result of any act or omission of 
the Client or its agents or representatives, or as a result of a cause beyond the Artist's control, the 
Artist shall be entitled to receive the full Commission Fee, plus any expenses as agreed in 
Schedule B incurred up to the time of the abandonment. 
 
10.  Copyright and Moral Rights 
 
10.1 All copyright in the Design and the Work is retained by the Artist. 
 
10.2 The Artist may negotiate a separate agreement with the Client to license part or parts of 
copyright in the Design and the Work.  Any such negotiation shall be subject to a separate 
agreement between the parties and shall be set forth in Schedule C. 
 
10.3 The above notwithstanding, the Client recognizes that all other rights including moral right 
are reserved for the Artist and will not be waived by the Artist. 
 
11.   Dispute Resolution: 
 
11.1 The parties agree to use their best efforts to settle any disagreement as to the meaning or 
interpretation of this Agreement throughout the use of a single mediator acceptable to both 
parties. In the event that the parties cannot agree upon mediation, such disagreement will be put 
to arbitration in accordance with The Arbitration Act of Saskatchewan. 
 
12.  Miscellaneous 
 
12.1 Any notice, document, or other communication required or permitted by this Agreement to 
be given to the parties to the Agreement shall be in writing and shall be given as follows: 
 
The Client:  ____________________ 
   ____________________ 
   ____________________ 
   ____________________ 
 
 
The Artist:   ____________________ 
   ____________________ 
   ____________________ 
   ____________________ 
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12.2 This agreement shall be governed by the laws of Saskatchewan and the laws of Canada. 
 
12.3 This Agreement, including all Schedules annexed to it, shall constitute the entire 
agreement between the parties with respect to the Design and the Work, and supersedes all 
previous negotiations related to the Design and the Work. 
 
12.4 This agreement shall be binding on the parties, and their heirs, executors, administrations, 
successors, and assigns. 
 
The parties have executed this Agreement on the _______ day of ________________________, 
20_____. 
 
 
       The Client 
 
       ____________________________ 
 
       ____________________________ 
 
       The Artist 
 
_________________________   ____________________________ 
Witness 
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